Foundations of the Restoration
Lesson 6: The Organization of the

Church
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a hy 6, 01880\ just eleven days
after the Book of Mormonwas
advertised for sale, a group of about
60 people assembled in the log
home of Peter Whitmer Sr. in
Fayette, New York. There Joseph
Smith formally organized the Church,
later designated by revelation as The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latteay
Saints (se®&C 115:4). It was a
Joyous occasion, with a great
outpouring of the Spirit.



Thesacramentvas administered,

believers were baptized, the gift of

the Holy Ghostvas bestowed, and

men were ordained to the

priesthood. In a revelation received

during the meeting, the Lord

designated Joseph Smith as the _
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translator, a prophet, an apostle of

Jesus Christ, an elder of the church

through the will ofGod the Father,

and the grace of your Lord Jesus ,
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Jesus Christ was once again o
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Presidents of the Church: Joseph S@2@07], 8¢9).



Joseph Smith was called of God to
organize the Church
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Whitmer farm in the quiet village of Fayette, New York, and organized the Church of
Christ.X
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quiet village has grown a movement that today is scattered through some 160
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Church reside out of this nation than in it. That, too, is a remarkable thing. No other
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D&C 20
The Articles and Covenants of the Church

D&C 20:17 -37, 68-69

Responsibilities of members



What the Lord said about his Church

D&C 1:30 What does this mean to you?

Grnth of the Church

m;ch@f Jesus‘ Christ of Latter day Saints was formally

188

Total Church Mémbership Published Languages

30,304

Congregations



D&C 1:30  Only True Church
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the keys of the priesthood. Only in this Church has the Lord ‘

lodged the power to seal on earth and to seal in heaven as He =&/

did in the time of the Apostle Peter. Those keys were restored

to Joseph Smith, who then was authorized to confer them
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D&C 1:30  Only True Church
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IS a living church because of the workings and gifts of
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We cannot yield on this doctrine
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Lord. Whatever perception others have of us, however presumptuous we ...S.;
appear to be, whatever criticism iIs directed to us, we must teach it to all (,’
who will listen.X \‘!
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First Presidency 1832
“Presidency of the High
Priesthood” 1832-33

The Church in Missouri .~ ° President \
183438~ Ist and 2nd Counselors \

: 2 Assistant President 1834-38
Assistant Counselors 1837

President

2 Assistant Presidents . Patriarch 1833

I | Kirtland Stake The Church Abroad

High Council Bishop  1831-38 High Council  Bishop 1831-38 The Quorum of the Twelve
1834-38 2 Counselors 2 Counselors “The deVG”llg ngh Council” 1835
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The Seventy

Branch Branch First Seven Presidents
/ Presiding Elder / Presiding Elder ;

/ Seventies Quorums
/ / Not always organized Not always organized

Conference (district) 8%

Not always organized

Members in Missouri Members in the Kirtland area

During this time, the branch president presided at meetings, while the bishop managed
the Law of Consecration, church-owned lands, and other temporal affairs; they B|i;|ac"s‘|c1h Elder

also acted as judges in disputes and disciplinary matters, until the High Council S SO
assumed that responsibility in 1834.

¥ February-October 1838, Kirtland Stake had a separate presidency after Joseph Smith left Members elsewhere

* June-November 1838, a second stake was formed in Adam-ondi-Ahman, Missour: in U.S., Canada, Britain




First Presidency

President ‘ ‘

1st and 2nd Counselors  Assistant President
Assistant Counselors Patriarch

The Quorum of the ﬁgfg

Twelve Apostles s,

. . /"
given genem! authority &7]\?
status in 1841 td

The Church Presid Stakes
Abroad esidency Kirtland 1838-41
President Nauvoo 1839-46
The Seventy Two counselors Zarahemla 1839-42
First Seven Presidents | T~ 8 more 1840-41
>eventies Quorums High Council  Bishop
. . . . 4-13in N
regional/mission President i RAEeo
Britain 1838-present, U.S. 1844-45
Conference (district) B_“a.“.Ch _
- o Presiding Elder
ot always orgamie Not always organized

Branch Members in W lllinois, SE lowa
Presiding Elder

Members e'sewhere
in U.S., Canada, Britain
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THE MORMON HIERARCHY

FIRST PRESIDENCY

Each is addressed as president.

Prasident and Prophet, First Counselor, Second Counselor
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QUORUM OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES

The senior apostle is addressed as president. Each of the remaining 11 is addressed as elder.
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GENERAL QUORUM OF PRESIDING
OFFICERS THE SEVENTY BISHOPRIC
Pri ma There are multiple Quorums of the Seventy,
. which, under the direction of the apostles, .‘. '.. '..

oversee the church's local lay leaders.
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Masonry
and
Mormonism

What Is Masonry?



Masonry
and

Mormonism

What i1s Masonry?
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Masonry and Mormonism

Accusation: Because there is similarity between the Endowment and
Masonry, some critics say Joseph Smith cribbed Masonic symbols to
create the Endowment ceremony in the temple.

1.  What was revealed to Joseph before he became a Mason?

2. Where did these symbols come from?

3. Can God reveal truths to us Oi n our cul tur



Masonry
and

Mormonism:
A Timeline

1842 Joseph Smith
becomes a Mason

Mar. 15 2Mar. 16

May 4 1842

Joseph Smith
inaugurates the
Endowment in the
upstairs of the Red Brick
Store in Nauvoo



