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D&C 20:1 -3

What happened to Christõs Church that he organized when he was on 
the earth?



άhƴ !ǇǊƛƭ6, 1830, just eleven days 
after theBook of Mormonwas 
advertised for sale, a group of about 
60 people assembled in the log 
home of Peter Whitmer Sr. in 
Fayette, New York. There Joseph 
Smith formally organized the Church, 
later designated by revelation as The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints (seeD&C 115:4). It was a 
joyous occasion, with a great 
outpouring of the Spirit. 



Thesacramentwas administered, 
believers were baptized, the gift of 
the Holy Ghostwas bestowed, and 
men were ordained to the 
priesthood. In a revelation received 
during the meeting, the Lord 
designated Joseph Smith as the 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΥ Ψŀ ǎŜŜǊΣ ŀ 
translator, a prophet, an apostle of 
Jesus Christ, an elder of the church 
through the will ofGod the Father, 
and the grace of your Lord Jesus 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩ ό5ϧ/ нмΥмύΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 
Jesus Christ was once again 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘέ (Teachings of 
Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith[2007],8ς9).



Joseph Smith was called of God to 

organize the Church

άWƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƴǎǇƛŎǳƻǳǎ ƭƻƎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŜǘŜǊ 
Whitmer farm in the quiet village of Fayette, New York, and organized the Church of 
Christ.Χ

άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƛȄ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŀ ǾŀǎǘfamilyƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜǊǎΦ Χ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ 
quiet village has grown a movement that today is scattered through some 160 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ Χ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ aƻǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Church reside out of this nation than in it. That, too, is a remarkable thing. No other 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǎƻ Ŧŀǎǘ ƴƻǊ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǎƻ ǿƛŘŜƭȅΦ Χ 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘέ όά¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ DƻŜǎ CƻǊǿŀǊŘΣέEnsign,May 
2002,4).



D&C 20 
The Articles and Covenants of the Church

D&C 20:17 -37, 68-69

Responsibilities of members



What the Lord said about his Church

D&C 1:30  What does this mean to you?



D&C 1:30      Only True Church

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘ ŀǊŜ 
the keys of the priesthood. Only in this Church has the Lord 
lodged the power to seal on earth and to seal in heaven as He 
did in the time of the Apostle Peter. Those keys were restored 
to Joseph Smith, who then was authorized to confer them 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳƻǊǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜƭǾŜέ (HenryB. 

Eyring,ά¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ [ƛǾƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣέEnsignor Liahona,May 2008,20).



D&C 1:30      Only True Church

ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
of Latter-Řŀȅ {ŀƛƴǘǎ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩ ό5ϧ/ мΥолύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΤ 
IŜ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΩ όWƻƘƴ мпΥсύΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘ 
is a living church because of the workings and gifts of 
ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘέ ό5ŀǾƛŘA. Bednar,άwŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 
DƘƻǎǘΣέEnsignor Liahona,Nov. 2010,97).



We cannot yield on this doctrine

ά¸ƛŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦΧ

ά²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ Lǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
Lord. Whatever perception others have of us, however presumptuous we 
appear to be, whatever criticism is directed to us, we must teach it to all 
who will listen.Χ

ά²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ άŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƎƻŘƭƛƴŜǎǎΦέ /ƻƴǾŜǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴέ όά¢ƘŜ hƴƭȅ ¢ǊǳŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΣέEnsign,Nov. 1985,82).











Masonry 

and 

Mormonism

What is Masonry?



Masonry 

and 

Mormonism

What is Masonry?



Masonry and Mormonism

Accusation: Because there is similarity between the Endowment and 

Masonry, some critics say Joseph Smith cribbed Masonic symbols to 

create the Endowment ceremony in the temple.

1. What was revealed to Joseph before he became a Mason? 

2. Where did these symbols come from? 

3. Can God reveal truths to us òin our culture?ó (D&C 1:24)



Masonry 

and 

Mormonism: 

A Timeline

Mar. 15 �² Mar. 16

1842 Joseph Smith 
becomes a Mason

May 4 1842

Joseph Smith 
inaugurates the 
Endowment in the 
upstairs of the Red Brick 
Store in Nauvoo


