
Jesus Christ and the 
Everlasting Gospel

Jesus Christ is the Living Christ, Central to all human history, Premortal Messiah

Wednesday, September 11, 2019
(Lessons 1-3)



In what ways has the Savior influenced all who have lived or will live on earth?



His Influence & The purpose of the record

“As we commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ two millennia ago, we 
offer our testimony of the reality of His matchless life and the infinite 
virtue of His great atoning sacrifice. None other has had so profound an 
influence upon all who have lived and will yet live upon the earth” 
(“The Living Christ: The Testimony of the Apostles,” Ensign or Liahona, 
Apr. 2000, 2).

John 20:30–31; 1 Nephi 6:4; 2 Nephi 25:23, 26



“We cannot depend on the testimonies of other people. We 
need to know for ourselves. President Gordon B. Hinckley 
said, ‘Every Latter-day Saint has the responsibility to know 
for himself or herself with a certainty beyond doubt that 
Jesus is the resurrected, living Son of the living God’ (“Fear Not to 

Do Good,” Ensign, May 1983, 80).

“The source of this sure knowledge and firm conviction is 
divine revelation, ‘for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy’ (Revelation 19:10). We receive this testimony 
when the Holy Spirit speaks to the spirit within us. … The 
core of this testimony will always be the faith in and the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and His divine mission” (“The Power of a 

Personal Testimony,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2006, 38).



How have you seen 
others bear witness of 
Jesus Christ through 
their actions?

See Alma 18.18



As you think about the world you live in, what can we do so our witness and 
testimony of the Savior can have an impact on others?





Jesus Christ was foreordained 
to be our Savior

Abraham 3:24–27; 1 Peter 1:19–20



What is your name?

“I AM THAT I AM: and he 
said, Thus shalt you say unto 
the children of Israel, I AM 
hath sent me unto you.”

-Exodus 3.14



Students often ask, what does this mean? What does God mean when 
he says, “I AM THAT I AM?”

Frank Moore Cross explains that “the accumulated evidence … strongly 
supports the view that the name Yahweh is a causative imperfect of the 
Canaanite-Proto-Hebrew verb hwy, ‘to be.’ Therefore, the divine name 
Yahweh, according to this view, literally means “He who causes to be” 
or even “He who procreates.” (Frank Moore Cross, Canaanite Myth and 
Hebrew Epic, p. 65.)



Jehovah – Yahweh: A Being Who Acts

There are so many ways to look at this divine name, but I do like the idea that God is 
portrayed as a being who acts. In Exodus 3, we see in God’s name the idea that God is one 
who brings things into being. He creates, he is the one who causes things to be. This brings to 
mind the discussion that Lehi has with Jacob when he tells Jacob that there are two types of 
beings: those who act, and those who are acted upon. God sent us here to earth to learn how 
to be the type of being God is. We need to learn to act, and not to be acted upon. (2 Nephi 
2:26)



The Name

Moses says: May I say who sent me? He asks for God’s name. The Israelites will want to know who 
has sent me, and God replies with a sentence, “Ehyeh asher ehyeh.” This is a first person sentence 
that can be translated, “I am who I am,” or perhaps, “I will be who I will be,” or perhaps, “I cause to 
be what I cause to be.” We really don’t know, but it has something to do with “being.” So he asks 
who God is, God says, “I am who am I am” or “I will cause to be what I will cause to be.” So Moses, 
wisely enough, converts that into a third-person formula: okay, he will be who he will be, he is who 
he is, “Yahweh asher Yahweh.” God’s answer to the question of his name is this sentence, and 
Moses converts it from a first-person to a third-person sentence: he will be who he will be; he is 
who he is; he will cause to be, I think most people think now, what he will cause to be, and that 
sentence gets shortened to “Yahweh.” This is the Bible’s explanation for the name Yahweh, and as 
the personal name of God, some have argued that the name Yahweh expresses the quality of being, 
an active, dynamic being. This God is one who brings things into being, whether it’s a cosmos from 
chaos, or now a new nation from a band of runaway slaves. But it could well be that this is simply 
God’s way of not answering Moses’ question. We’ve seen how the Bible feels about revealing 
names, and the divine being who struggled and wrestled with Jacob sure didn’t want to give him his 
name. So I’ve often wondered if we’re to read this differently: Who am I? I am who I am, and never 
you mind. (Christine Hayes, open Yale Courses, lecture 7, chapter 5, Descriptions of God in the 
Bible.)



The Name

Moses says: May I say who sent me? He asks for God’s name. The Israelites will want to know who 
has sent me, and God replies with a sentence, “Ehyeh asher ehyeh.” This is a first person sentence 
that can be translated, “I am who I am,” or perhaps, “I will be who I will be,” or perhaps, “I cause to 
be what I cause to be.” We really don’t know, but it has something to do with “being.” So he asks 
who God is, God says, “I am who am I am” or “I will cause to be what I will cause to be.” So Moses, 
wisely enough, converts that into a third-person formula: okay, he will be who he will be, he is who 
he is, “Yahweh asher Yahweh.” God’s answer to the question of his name is this sentence, and 
Moses converts it from a first-person to a third-person sentence: he will be who he will be; he is 
who he is; he will cause to be, I think most people think now, what he will cause to be, and that 
sentence gets shortened to “Yahweh.” This is the Bible’s explanation for the name Yahweh, and as 
the personal name of God, some have argued that the name Yahweh expresses the quality of being, 
an active, dynamic being. This God is one who brings things into being, whether it’s a cosmos from 
chaos, or now a new nation from a band of runaway slaves. But it could well be that this is simply 
God’s way of not answering Moses’ question. We’ve seen how the Bible feels about revealing 
names, and the divine being who struggled and wrestled with Jacob sure didn’t want to give him his 
name. So I’ve often wondered if we’re to read this differently: Who am I? I am who I am, and never 
you mind. (Christine Hayes, open Yale Courses, lecture 7, chapter 5, Descriptions of God in the 
Bible.)



A Being Who Acts 
2 Nephi 2.14-16 



“At the first organization in 
heaven we were all present 
and saw the Savior chosen 
and appointed and the plan 
of salvation made, and we 
sanctioned it” (Teachings of Presidents of 

the Church: Joseph Smith [2007], 209).



Revelation 12 – War in Heaven

1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon 
her head a crown of twelve stars:

2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to 
be delivered.

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels…

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the 
death.



The Baal Cycle

One is tempted to call the divine council of Ugarit a sort of 
“dysfunctional family”, since the younger children of El are routinely 
depicted as rivalrous and vindictive over who will emerge pre-eminent 
in the divine council. The sons of El who make their most dramatic 
mark in Canaanite religion are Baal the lightning and fertility god, 
Yamm the god of the sea, and Mot, the god of death and the 
underworld. Their vicissitudes are chronicled in the Baal Epic, a 
complex myth that is, in the words of Pardee, “the most important 
literary work preserved . . . by the West Semitic peoples in the second 
millennium BCE.” The Baal Epic can rightly be called an epic poem that 
can proudly take a place next to anything written by the greats such as 
Homer, Milton or Goethe. (Pardee, “The Ba’lu Myth,” 241.) 



The Baal Cycle

The Baal Epic begins with the gods sending envoys and messengers back and forth 
from one another, sending dire threats and stroking their egos in anticipation for 
the theomachy (CTA 1–CTA 2 i.11–19). “Give (up), O gods, the one whom you obey . 
. . Give (up) Ba’lu . . . that I might take possession of his gold,” orders Yamm at the 
beginning of the battle (CTA i.18–19). Baal is outraged at this threat, and responds 
with violence. “Then Prince Ba’lu is sick (with rage), [moreover he takes] in his hand 
a striking weapon, in his right hand a smiting weapon” (CTA 2 i.38). Thus begins the 
fight, with different gods taking sides and assisting in the fight. The craftsman god 
Kotaru fashions weapons (CTA 2 iv.11–27) while El approves of Yamm building a 
palace (CTA 2 iii.6–11) and Attartu extols Baal as a cosmic warrior (CTA 2 iv. 28–30).

Ultimately Baal is victorious in destroying Yamm (CTA 2 iv.32) and throws a lavish 
feast with spectacularly anthropomorphic depictions of the food, drink and 
entertainment of the gods (CTA 3.i).

(CTA = Corpus des tablettes en cuneiformes en alphabetiques decouvertes a Ras Shamra – Ugarit de 1929 a 1939.)



The Baal Cycle

Baal’s supremacy is later challenged by Mot. “I am the only one who rules 
over the gods, who fattens gods and men, who satiates the hordes of the 
earth,” boasts Mot (CTA 4 vii.51). The pattern is repeated again, with Baal 
and Mot sending messengers back and forth before the battle commences. 

This time, however, in a shocking twist Mot is victorious in dispatching an 
arrogant Baal, who had underestimated the unstoppable power of death, 
which Mot controls. The gods mourn and bury Baal (CTA 5 vi–CTA 6 i.32), 
with Anat, Baal’s faithful wife, crying: “Ba’lu is dead, what (is to become of) 
the people, the Son of Dagan (is dead), what is to become of the hordes of 
the earth?” (CTA 6 i.4).



The Baal Cycle

The myth concludes with the miraculous revival of Baal and the 
capitulation of Mot (CTA 6 iii.1–21; vi.10–30). Although death proved 
temporarily victorious, and will still prey upon mortals (CTA 6 v), in the 
end it is Baal who secures his dominion over the divine council and 
ultimately the cosmos through his control of the regenerative 
properties of rain and animal and plant reproduction.



War in Heaven

“What kind of war [was the War in Heaven]? 
The same kind that prevails on earth; the only 
kind Satan and spirit beings can wage—a war 
of words, a tumult of opinions, a conflict of 
ideologies; a war between truth and error” 
(Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, 3 vols. [1965–73], 3:518).



D&C 138.55-56

“God himself, finding he was in the 
midst of spirits and glory… saw proper 
to institute laws whereby the rest could 
have a privilege to advance like himself. 
The relationship we have with God 
places us in a situation to advance in 
knowledge. He has power to institute 
laws to instruct the weaker 
intelligences, that they may be exalted 
with himself.” 
(Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith [2007], 210).



More intelligent than all of them

“In intelligence and performance, [Jesus Christ] far 
surpasses the individual and the composite 
capacities and achievements of all who have lived, 
live now, and will yet live! (See Abr. 3:19.)” 

(Neal A. Maxwell, “O, Divine Redeemer,” Ensign, 
Nov. 1981, 8).



“Think of it: in our premortal state we chose to 
follow the Savior Jesus Christ! And because we did, 
we were allowed to come to earth. I testify that by 
making the same choice to follow the Savior now, 
while we are here on earth, we will obtain an even 
greater blessing in the eternities. But let it be 
known: we must continue to choose to follow the 
Savior. Eternity is at stake, and our wise use of 
agency and our actions are essential that we might 
have eternal life” (“Agency: Essential to the Plan of Life,” Ensign, 
Nov. 2010, 25).



Pre-mortal covenants

All of the myriads of mortals who have been born on this earth chose 
the Father’s plan and fought for it. Many of us also made covenants 
with the Father concerning what we would do in mortality. In ways that 
have not been revealed, our actions in the spirit world influence us in 
mortality. (Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, Nov 1993, 72)



Pre-mortal covenants

Most of us have wondered about what occurred in the premortal world 
and how it relates to our existence here. We should be acquainted with 
the truth that knowledge of the premortal life was restored that we 
might fulfill our responsibilities as children of God.

The Lord has revealed that a grand council was held in that pre-earth 
world where we exercised our agency regarding the plans presented. 
The major proposition in the accepted plan of salvation provided for an 
earth life where each person could work out his eternal salvation.



Pre-mortal covenants

John A. Widtsoe provides insight to an earth-life responsibility made in that 
premortal world which is of great importance. He highlights a contractual 
agreement we made concerning the eternal welfare of all of the sons and 
daughters of the Eternal Father:
“In our preexistent state, in the day of the great council, we made a[n] … 
agreement with the Almighty. The Lord proposed a plan. … We accepted it. 
Since the plan is intended for all men, we became parties to the salvation of 
every person under that plan. We agreed, right then and there, to be not 
only saviors for ourselves but … saviors for the whole human family. We went 
into a partnership with the Lord. The working out of the plan became then 
not merely the Father’s work, and the Savior’s work, but also our work. The 
least of us, the humblest, is in partnership with the Almighty in achieving the 
purpose of the eternal plan of salvation.” 
(David. B. Haight, “The Worth of Souls,” The Utah Genealogical and Historical Magazine, Oct. 1934, p. 189.) 


